His Policy of Obstruction
unusually expansive manner, was the leader of the con-
stitutional party* He was a very amiable man, who had won
the regard, though not the service, of the Fenians by the
devotion with which he had defended some of them during
periods of persecution* He liked comfort and ease, and was
anxious not to upset or disturb anyone* He had a passion,
if one can describe his kindly feelings by such a word, for
gentlemanly persuasion* It was true that the House of
Commons listened to his eloquent periods as if they were
part of a treat organised by the kind Government for the
tired rank and file of the parties; it was true that no Govern-
ment, Liberal or Tory, ever thought for a moment of taking
Mr* Butt or his colleagues seriously; it was true that there were
times when even Mr* Butt himself felt aggrieved at the indiffer-
ence with which his really magnificent oratory was received;
but never should it be charged against him that he had done
or said anything that was not entirely nice and gentlemanly*
When some earnest-minded person protested to him that
there was indignity in the spectacle of Irishmen vainly asking
the English for consideration for their country's troubles,
Mr* Butt would open wide his arms and exclaim in his rich,
honied, abundant voice, " My dear boyI" as if the earnest-
minded and importunate person were the child of his bosom
and must immediately be clasped to it* He would remind
him of the popularity of the party with some of the most
refined persons in England* Their amusing manners and
droll conversation and quaint brogues made them very
serviceable to hostesses hard up for means of entertaining their
guests* When English society had been thoroughly permeated
by Irish charm and Irish reasonableness, then, said Mr* Butt,
the revolution in Ireland would take place without the effu-
sion of anyone's blood or the fracture of a single friendship*
" My dear boy I" Mr* Butt would say benignly, not without
a note of reproach in his tone, and the earnest-minded and
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